A HISTORY OF POLAND
CHAPTER I
SLAV ORIGINS AND INSOTUTCONS
FOR many centuries the Slavs were thought to have come
from Mesopotamia : cither through the Balkan Penin-
sula, or across the Caucasus and round the Black Sea and
so into Europe ; and not until early in the nineteenth
century, when this theory was shattered by the works
of Dobrowski and Szafarzyk, the greatest of Slav his-
torians, were any more accurate ideas entertained con-
cerning the origin of this race. Modern scientific
research, along archaeological and linguistic lines, has now
fairly conclusively located the source of die Slavs some-
where north of the Carpathians, Against the earlier
theory may be mentioned the fact that there is no his-
torical evidence of die presence of Slavs in the Balkan
Peninsula before the fourth century A.D. On the other
hand, Pliny, Tacitus, and Ptolemy unmistakably mention
Slavs as being established north of the Carpathians as
early as the first and second centuries A.D.
The first historic idea of the origin of the Slavs was
introduced in the seventh century A.D. by the anonymous
Chronicler of Ravenna, in the following words: Sexta
ut hora noctis Scytharum est f atria unde Sdavinorum exorta
estprosapia (i. 12). Similar references occur in the works
of the anonymous Chronicler of Bavaria, in the ninth
century. The conclusion of the early historians finds